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Here it is March of 2004 and we are happy to release the 2001 
Métisse.  This wine is one of the best we've ever made.  In our 
tastings, we've found that decanting this young wine at least 5 
hours before serving, gives it the oxygen it needs to really 
come alive and your nose will thank you for doing so.  We 
only made 320 cases of this wine, so don't wait to order or it 
might be all gone.

As we take a look at what's important for Melka Wines this 
year and for the future, we find ourselves redefiing our goals.

As you all know, Philippe is a busy man with many wonderful 
projects under his belt.  Unfortunately, many do not know that 
Métisse and CJ are his best kept secrets.  We have decided that 
it is time to "let the cat out of the bag"!  We are doing our best 
to increase our exposure.  The time has come for all the Melka 
fans to know that Métisse and CJ are two hidden treasures.

WHAT'S NEW?
With a continued effort placed on ensuring quality wines, we 
are happy to report that we believe we have found a fabulous 
source of grapes.  During the harvest of 2003, we crushed 13 
tons from a vineyard in St. Helena farmed by David Abreu, 
next to Spottswoode Winery.  So far we are extremely excited 
about the quality.  The yields were kept very low and the results 
were ripe, concentrated wines that show great complexity even 
in their youth.  So, in the pursuit of excellence, we believe we 
are on the right path!

Additionally, we have decided that we will do only one direct 
mailing per year - we will now be doing "vintage releases".  
They will be in the spring of every year, featuring the release 
of the Métisse.  The CJ will also be available at that time however 
it's release will continue to be in the fall.  Look for a postcard 
from us around October.
Here's wishing you and your families a healthy and happy 
2004.  Thanks again for your devotion and for your love of fine 
wine.

Philippe & Cherie Melka


