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Jerry Lasco opened his Tasting Room wine bar in Uptown Park in 2003. After the successful 
launch of a  

At the outset, Jerry Lasco was thinking small. His original Tasting Room was little more than a 
cubbyhole, with 900 square feet and 80 wines neatly arranged on a single wall. 

"Not overly ambitious," he admits. 

   A furloughed Continental pilot, Lasco feared stepping too far out on the ledge. He thought he 
knew what he was doing when he threw open the doors to his     wine shop/tasting bar in the new Uptown Park development in 
September of 2003, but he wasn't sure. Although he could fly a big jet plane, he'd never tried to get a business off the ground. 

Barely two weeks after Continental transferred him from Newark to Houston, the horrors of 9/11 happened and, with the airlines in free 
fall afterwards, it wasn't long before he found himself needing a Plan B. 

"I'd spent 10 years flying in the Air Force and three years with Continental," Lasco said. "I had a good skill, but it was a very specific skill 
and the other airlines were in worse shape than we were. I had to figure out what I was going to do. 

He'd been reared in a wining-and-dining "European-style" culture growing up "a military brat" — his father also flew for the Air Force - 
and he attended a cooking school while living in Manhattan. He'd also taken the entry-level test for the Court of Master Sommeliers. 
Food and wine was already a passion, so why not act on it? 

Lasco the Continental pilot couldn't have landed in Houston at a worse juncture. But Lasco the neophyte wine merchant found himself 
taxiing down the runaway into blue skies. Back then, you could have counted Houston's successful wine bars on one hand and had 
fingers left over. 

After first getting his feet wet working at the Houston Wine Merchant "in a sales situation, for six bucks an hour," he took the plunge, 
borrowing "a little bit of money from Mom and Dad" and getting a small Small Business Administration loan. Seven years later - and 
despite a difficult economy - the bustling original Uptown Park location occupies nearly 8,000 square feet and the cozier River Oaks 
location on Alabama has its own gaggle of regulars. A Houston third venue should open by the end of the year at City Centre. 

His Max's Wine Dive remains a popular Washington Avenue anchor, the second Max's in Austin is thriving and third one is about to 
come on line in San Antonio's Quarry Village. 

Although Continental tried to recall Lasco for seven years, he never returned to flying. He hasn't struck a golf ball, either, since the 
business opened. 

"You can't get sidetracked," Lasco said. 

Famed Los Angeles/Las Vegas restaurateur Piero Selvaggio paid The Tasting Room the ultimate compliment. Its buzz of convivial 
activity, not to mention all the wine bottles on the tables, convinced him Houston's Galleria area was a great spot for his third 
Valentino's, which became a reality in the Hotel Derek. 

Off-premise sales were supposed to be The Tasting Room's focal point. Instead, it became a gathering place that happens to sell lots 
of bottles to take home. Lasco's online "branch," The Black Door, offers special by-the-case deals, among other enticements, for 
members, who can sign up for free. 
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WHAT I’M DRINKING 

Who: Jerry Lasco, The Tasting Room owner 

Melka CJ Cabernet Sauvignon: 
My favorite Napa cab at the 
moment, it's very well crafted 
with deep, rich fruit and a nice 
touch of wood. Made by star 
winemaker Philippe Melka.  
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